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Obtaining TNs 
Option A - Relay Providers 
Ind ivid ua I relay providers pu rc h ase tel ecom m u n ica t ion services from 

LECs to obtain and distribute TNs. Agreements with voice providers 
in each city would be necessary if the VRS provider wishes to  offer 
a local TN from that city. 

1. The North American Plan Administrator (NANPA) provides blocks 
of TNs to the LEC. 

2. Each relay provider arranges agreements in cities where they 
would like to do provide TNs. 
> Blocks of numbers are distributed in 1,000 increments. 
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Obtaining TNs 
Option A - Relay Providers 
Pros: 
> Quicker implementation for some providers with existing 

relationships with a LEC (for customers in those locations) 

Cons: 
> Higher cost and complexity 

maintaining the business and technical arrangements necessary 
to interface with a multitude of carriers to  access geographic 
NANP resources in each city. 

> Duplication of effort - 
10+ providers would be requesting blocks of numbers and 
needing to establish agreements nationwide or  in areas where 
they want to do business. 

> Favors larger providers 

Ris ks/Issues : 
> Potential geographic areas of non-coverage/Iimited provider 

availability. 
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Obtain 
Option 

ng TNs 
B - Neutral Third Party (N3P) 

A neutral third party provider (N3P) obtains and distributes 
TNs to end users. 

1. The North American Plan Administrator (NANPA) provides blocks 
of TNs to the N3P. 

2. Deaf person and/or relay provider requests a TN. 

3. N3P assigns TN. 

4. To change relay providers, the Deaf person contacts the N3P 
and/or the new preferred relay provider. 
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Obtaining TNs 
Option B - Neutral Third Party (N3P) 
Pros: 
> Economies of scale - one entity requesting TNs rather than all 

> Conservation of numbers (numbers distributed in blocks of 1,000) 
> Numbering eliminated as a barrier to competition 
> Easy for customers to request numbers / switch providers 

internet-based relay providers ( l o + )  

Cons: 
> Length of time to implement 

Risks/Issues: 
> N3P Selection 

Sprint 
Tqet)ur*rhhNEXlEl 

0 2005 Sprint Nextel. All rights reserved. Sprint VRS Numbering 4 



Hypothetical Example 
Number Conservation 
There is a town with 5,000 residents including five people who use 
internet-based relay services. 
relay service or provider. 

Each prefer a different internet-based 

Option A - 
> I n  order to accommodate preferences, a t  a minimum, each of the 

> Each provider requests a block of 1,000 numbers. (total of 5,000 
5 providers must establish a relationship with the LEC. 

reserved ) 

Option B - 
> I f  the N3P is a VoIP provider, numbers can be assigned from 

> I f  the N3P establishes a new relationship, 1,000 numbers are 
existing pool. 

reserved. 
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H ypot hetica I Example 
Consumer Choice 
There is a town with 5,000 residents including five people who use 
internet-based relay services. 
relay service or provider. 

Each prefer a different internet-based 

Option A - 
> Internet-based relay providers may choose not to offer this 

> I f  a customer chooses to change providers, they may have limited 
location as its not cost effective. 

choices. 

Option B - 
> Each person is free to use any FCC approved relay providers. 
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911 Implicat ons 

Sprint has reviewed recent 911 solutions presented by Sorenson and 
Neustar as they relate to  numbering. 

The 911 solutions offered seem workable a t  a high level but need 
further analysis from industry experts. 

There are many technical, operational, administrative and legal issues 
related to 911. 

Sprint does not believe that it's proposed solution for incorporating a 
N3P adds any complexity to the solutions offered by Sorenson or 
Neustar. 

Sprint recommends forwarding this to the ESIF for input. 
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